
Veterans Service Officers

Veterans service officers from counties, NY State and National Veterans Service Organizations
can help you understand and apply for benefits and services from the VA.  They can often also
serve as power of attorney on your behalf should you require it.  The VA facilities  in the
Hudson Valley also have people who can help you file your claim.

Getting counseling from a veterans service officer is critical.  They can help walk you through
the complexity of the claims process and file an effective claim.  Using a veterans service officer
can often make the difference between having you claim approved quickly and accurately, or
getting lost in the VA bureaucracy.

Veterans who are just leaving the service should talk to a service officer at their earliest
convenience, and bring their DD214 form with them.

To find a service officer near you, use the New York State Department of Veterans Affairs cou
nselor locator
feature, or contact one from the list below.

  

Hudson Valley County Veterans Service Officers:

    
    -  Dutchess County  – Nelson Rivera, Director – (845) 486-2060  
    -  Orange County  – Anthony Zippo, Director – (845) 291-2470   
    -  Putnam County – John Scherer, Director – (845) 225-2260  
    -  Rockland County  – Jerry Donnellan, Director –  (845) 638-5244  
    -  Westchester County  – Vito Pinto, Director - (914) 995-2145  

  

Hudson Valley NY State Veterans Agencies:

    
    -  Montrose VAMC - Jim Rogers - (914) 737-4400 ext 4367  
    -  Castle Point VAMC - Tom Walker and Brennan Mahoney - (845) 831-2000 ext 5449  
    -  U.S. Military Academy at West Point – Ricardo Simmons, 845-938-0231  
    -  Putnam County – Brennan Mahoney, 845-225-2260  
    -  Westchester County – Jim Rogers, 914-788-4367  

  

New York Veterans Service Organization Officers:

Veterans of Foreign Wars:
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http://johnhall.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1184
http://www.veterans.ny.gov/counselor_location.html
http://www.veterans.ny.gov/counselor_location.html
http://www.co.dutchess.ny.us/CountyGov/Departments/VeteransAffairs/VAIndex.htm
http://www.orangecountygov.com/orgMain.asp?orgid=56&storyTypeID=&sid=&
http://www.co.rockland.ny.us/vets/veterans.html
http://veterans.westchestergov.com/


Veterans Service Officers

    
    -  VFW Department Service Officer - Nickla Culbert - (212) 807-3124 ext. 3164  
    -  VFW Department Service Officer – Thomas Todaro - (716) 857-3348 ext. 3349  

  

Disabled American Veterans:

    
    -  DAV Albany National Service Officer – William Gibney - (518) 626-5690  
    -  DAV New York City National Service Officer – V. Howard Lam - (212) 807-3157  

  

American Legion:

    
    -  New York City National Service Officer - John Kavanagh - (212) 807-3066  
    -  Albany National Service Officer – Richard Pedro - (518) 463-2215  

  

Paralyzed Veterans of America:

    
    -  New York City National Service Officer - Raul Acosta - (718) 584-9000 ext. 6272  

  

American Veterans (AMVETS):

    
    -  Buffalo VA Regional Office - Denise Bugaj - (716) 857-3350   
    -  New York City VA Regional Office - Robert Tamburri - (212) 807-3178  

  

Rep. John Hall:

    
    -  Lisa DeMartino – Goshen, NY – (845) 291-4100  
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